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BITJA :Hello, Wilczek. I'm a

reporter from the Journalist Association of BIT. So

Professor

it’s really a great honor to be here and to have this
interview with you.
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FW: Thank you.
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BITJA:I know that you have been to some
universities in China before. So what’s your
impression on BIT?
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FW:Well, I’ve only been here a brief time.
And so I can’t form a deep impressions. But it
seems to be a place where there’s a lot dynamism
and optimism about the future and where things are
happening at very positive directions. And I get the
sense that their great possibilities for the future.
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BITJA: So how do you like the academic
atmosphere in BIT?
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FW: Well, I’ve only seen a small sample of it.
But the studentsfor instance at the sessions here
were very engaged and asked very intelligent
questions. So [ was favorably impressed. And, I had
some experience back in the States with students
from China in general, and BIT in particular and
they can be very good.
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BITJA: In BIT many students study physics
and many students have college physics class. So it’
s quite a difficult subject. So do you have any
advice of learning it?
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FW: Uh, well, stick with it. It’s not as hard as

it looks. The hardest actually I found, my own
experience was that the hardest part of physics is
the part that is usually taught first, Classical
mechanics. It’s kind of a funny mixture of intuitive
assumptions that are unstated, and mathematical
formulas. And it’s very hard to see, where I found
it, very difficult to see where one begun and other
ended.] think the later part of physics are in deeper
understanding of mechanics. Don’t get discouraged
if the early part seem mysterious and lopsided.lt gets
more beautiful and more logical as you go on.
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BITJA: So how did you learn physics when
you were in college?
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FW: Well, I actually majored in mathematics.
I didn’t major in physics. I took a few physics
courses but basically I just read some of the classic
texts. I like to read something close to the original
text. So I read Mock’s book on the science of
mechanics. When I studied quantum mechanics, 1
read direct books about quantum mechanics. I was a
great admirer of Einstein when I was small, so I
worked very hard so I could understand Einstein. I
read Feynman’s lectures as they came out, the
Feynman lectures of physics. It was like a kind of
studying mathematics in a systematic way. But I
studied physics in a less systematic way, picking up
things that I was interested in.
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